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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from September to early December 2010. 
 
 
 
1 Thetford Festival 
The last week of the summer holidays saw the 
Thetford Festival with the Ancient House 
contributing two events to the programme. 
 
On Friday 3rd September over 70 people 
assembled in the Kings House Gardens to enjoy 
a Chaucer double bill: The Miller’s and the 
Reeve’s Tale (see pictures right and below).  

 
 
On Saturday 4th September our Thetford Treasure volunteers were in character as 
former Ancient House residents, including Betty Radcliffe (from 18th Century) and 
Victorian Rabbit Warrener, Mr Newton cooking up a rabbit pie in the kitchen. 
 
 
 
2 Extended Schools in Thetford 
The new term saw the continuation of our successful after-school History Club.  The 
children have been learning about Thetford’s links to the Crusades, felt making as 
part of National Wool Week and visited Thetford library to learn more about research 
skills and using the Dewy System of classification. 
 
Our partnership with the Weeting Extended Schools cluster continues with a 
programme of after school sessions running about once a month until March. There 
is talk of setting up a Cluster History Club too! 
 
 
 
 



3 Collections Care Planning for Thetford 
Debbie Forkes, Man-Yee Liu and Sarah Norcross-Robinson from the conservation 
team met with staff from Thetford to plan collections care activities over the site for 
the next year.  This includes conservation cleaning, integrated pest management 
and environmental monitoring.  
 

 
4 Knit and Knatter 
Ancient House Knit and Knatter group continues with between 24 
and 30 members who visit the museum twice a month. The latest 
project has been creating knitted items for the World War Two: Local 
Secrets and Stories exhibition which is touring the Western Area 
sites. Items have included 1940s style hats, turbans, balaclavas and 
woollen vegetables (including this cauliflower tea cosy) 
 
One member of the group commented: 
 

“The group has helped me make new friends and get out of the house. I 
like having a project because it makes me happy to think I am making 
someone else happy with my knitting.” 
 

 
5 Ancient House Wormery 
Gill Ennis, Museum Learning Assistant is the Ancient House representative on the 
NMAS Green Team. As part of her role she looks after our wormery, ensuring the 
worms get a varied diet of lunchbox left overs and tea bags. This month, ably 
assisted by Laura Cole-Matthews, all that hard work paid off as Gill was able to 

revive the Ancient House garden with 
some rich compost.  
 
 
6 Museum Club have worked with 
curator, Oliver Bone to learn about 
archaeology. This included using our 
archae-bin which mimics the layers of 
finds in an archaeological dig and 
delving into the wormery to find out what 
would survive burial. 
 
 

 
7 Half Term Events at Ancient House 
October half term at Ancient House started with our Maharajah Storyboard Big Draw 
event. Both adults and children joined in to create a comic strip of the Maharajah’s 
life. 
 
We also welcomed Under 5s to a special morning all about food. Visitors had a go at 
butter making, biscuit icing, playdough and vegetable printing. 
 
On Friday visitors enjoyed learning about Roman life in Thetford. They learn about 
Roman food, made pipe cleaner torcs and handled real objects from the past. 
Kathryn Boler, Community Librarian was on hand with information and story books 
with Roman themes.  
 



One visitor said: 
 

“The best bit was writing my name like a Roman.” 
 

 
On Saturday we were joined by PC Keith Kenny from the Safer Neighbour Team to 
help us celebrate Halloween safely. He dressed up in a Victorian Norfolk Police 
uniform and was on hand to give advice about staying safe when trick or treating.  
 
Museum staff and the Thetford Treasure volunteers ran a variety of spooky crafts 
and apple bobbing. Visitors also learnt about real witches and traditional remedies. 
Mike Wabe entertained visitors with spooky stories. 
 
 
 
8 Volunteering at the Ancient House Museum 

By Luke Etheridge, Year 13 at Thetford Academy 
 
“This summer was no ordinary summer for me. 
This summer was the time I had set aside to 
complete my ‘V50 Volunteering Award’ for 50 
hours volunteer work. I wanted to take part in 
museum volunteering to change people’s 
perceptions of teenager’s being lazy and trouble-
making human beings.  
 
I took part in a range from the weird and the 
wonderful activities. From doing preparation work 
for upcoming events to escorting small groups 
around Thetford in heavy rain – and sometimes 
without an Umbrella!  
 
Assisting with Activity days was definitely a 
highlight of my time at the museum.  I helped with 

photography, stewarding and making many different styles of Elephant Masks! 
 
Volunteering has improved my people skills. I found myself growing in confidence as 
the hours went on which was brilliant. My newly improved skills went on to help me 
get a part-time weekend job whilst I study.  I surprised myself at how well I fitted in 
with the staff and other volunteers. I felt like I was part of the team and had been 
there years!  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my summer experience of volunteer work at the Ancient 
House. One of the important things that I have discovered this summer is that 
museums aren’t boring buildings and giving some of your spare time to help is 
greatly rewarding. If anyone of my age is thinking about volunteering at a museum, 
my advice is DO IT! 
 
I have to thank everybody who works at the museum, the staff, and the volunteers 
for giving me one of the most interesting summers I have ever had! I am now looking 
in to completing the Vimpact award next summer!” 
 
 
 



9 Book Launch 
On the 3rd  December the Ancient House hosted the launch of local historian David 
Osborne’s  latest  book on the town, ‘Thetford a Century Remembered 3”.  The 
event included a presentation to the Mayor Pauline Quadling who thanked David for 
his work and encouraged him to write more books in the series.  The Museum sold a 
full box of 22 books that morning. 
 
 
10 Switch on of the Christmas Lights 
Later that same day the Ancient 
House participated in the annual 
Christmas lights event in the 
Town Centre.  Costumed 
volunteers and staff provided a 
variety of Christmas activities on 
a Tudor theme, including 
bowling, pomander making, 
looking at Tudor artefacts and 
Tudor food.  The evening was 
attended by about 75 people, 
less than on previous years due 
to the cold weather. 
 
 
11 Friends of Thetford Museum 
The Friends of the Museum held their Christmas AGM and social on the evening of 
the 7th December at the Ancient House.  New members have come forward to serve 
on the committee, which is encouraging.  A full programme of talks for adults for 
2011 is now in place, with three taking place in the spring and three in the autumn.  
Membership numbers are healthy and 25 members attended the meeting. 
 
 
12 Supporting Thetford Town Council and Moving Thetford Forward’s 

Heritage Culture and Tourism Thematic group  
 
Staff at the Ancient House have been contributing to the work of the Heritage 
Culture and Tourism group looking to promote and develop the town’s heritage.  An 
example of this has been the supply of images for the illustrated timeline of Thetford 
history on the hoardings around the building site at the car park off Bridge Street, 
Thetford.  Laura Cole-Matthews, project officer for the museum service’s Growing 
Communities’ project has supported this activity using her experience of work in the 
town and knowledge of the museum collections. 


